
Christ Lutheran Church  
First Sunday of Advent 
ELW Holy Communion, Setting V 
November 28, 2021    10:00 am  
The Rev. John Stendahl, presiding 
 
Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. We extend 
God's own welcome to all, irrespective of race, ethnicity, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, or other human distinction.  
 
 
PRELUDE Wake, awake, for night is flying  J.S. Bach 
 

+ GATHERING + 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

  

 
 
 
“Be still, and know 
that I am God.” 
During the Prelude 
worshippers are 
invited to prepare 
quietly for worship. 
  
 
 
*Stand, as able. 
  
 
 
The open font is a 
powerful symbol of 
the centrality of 
baptism for 
Christians. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS TODAY: 
 

ELW 436 
ELW 264 
ELW 439 
ELW 244 
 



 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 
the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
*GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE  



 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your 
life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise 
I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and 
at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Prayer of 
the Day, 
formerly called 
the “Collect,” 
gathers the 
theme of each 
Sunday’s 
worship, each 
phrase rich in 
meaning. 
 
 
 
 
God’s living and 
enlivening word 
comes both to 
us and through 
us, proclaimed 
in spoken word, 
psalm, sermon 
and hymn-

 

 



shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 

  
  Psalm 25:1-10 

 1To | you, O Lord, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
  and teach | me your paths. R 
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day 
long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. R 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 
good- | ness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The psalms were 
the first hymns 
of the people of 
God and express 
hope and 
despair, trust 
and tribulation, 
anger, joy and 
praise.  

 



Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 

A reading from Thessalonians. 
 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 
way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he 
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before 
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION & WREATH LIGHTNING 

  

 
We stand to 
greet our Lord 
Jesus Christ as he 
comes to us in 
the Holy Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Gospel:  Luke 21:25-36 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill 
called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to 
them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will 
find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring 
it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord 
needs it.’” 
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told 
them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why 
are you untying the colt?” 
34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus 
on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount 
of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in 
loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”[a] 
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke 
your disciples!” 
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
SERMON 

The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
*HYMN OF THE DAY     Prepare the royal highway ELW 264 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The congregation 
participates in 
the proclamation 
of God’s Word in 
singing the Hymn 
of the Day, the 
assembly’s 
principal song. 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A28-41&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25770a


*NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to 
proclaim the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to 
recognize your face in all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind 
and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what 
you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples 
of the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our 
communities (local, state, and national government officials may be named). 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to 
all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, 
healing, and life transitions of every kind especially... Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from 
destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by 
natural disasters (especially), for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, 
Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Hear, O God, the prayers on our lips.  

(Worshipers are invited to voice their petitions.) 
Hear, O God, the silent prayers of our hearts.  

(Silence is kept for unspoken prayers.) 
Let us pray. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 

 
Lutherans 
celebrate the 
priesthood of all 
believers.  The 
intercessory 
prayers are one 
way for lay 
persons to 
exercise the 
priestly role.  
Members of the 
assembly are 
encouraged to 
read the printed 
petitions, add 
their own 
intercessions, 
and to voice their 
assent in the 
responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints 
who journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and 
uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive 
these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

 
+  MEAL  + 

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC    Lift up your heads      Peter Niedmann   
 
OFFERTORY HYMN    

 
 
  
 
 

 
  

  

 
Much more than 
a polite greeting, 
the exchange of 
peace is God’s 
answer to our 
prayers in the 
presence of the 
risen Christ and 
part of our 
preparation to 
receive him in his 
holy supper.  The 
gesture such as a 
handshake, hug 
or “holy kiss,” 
may accompany 
the verbal 
greeting as those 
exchanging the 
peace choose. 

 



                    

 
*OFFERING PRAYER  
 

God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
*DIALOG 
 
 
 
  



* PROPER PREFACE (intoned by Pastor) 
 
* HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
  

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we prepare to 
receive Christ in 
the Holy Eucharist, 
we give thanks to 
God for saving 
God’s people 
throughout human 
history, 
culminating in the 
salvation won 
through the life, 
death and 
resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, even 
as we await the 
redemption of the 
whole creation. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
*LORD’S PRAYER 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sung or spoken, 
in any 
translation, the 
Lord’s Prayer, 
which may be a 
pattern for all 
our prayers, here 
serves as our 
table prayer 
before we share 
in the Lord’s 
Supper.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



*LAMB OF GOD 
 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
COMMUNION HYMN            Soon and very soon      ELW 439 

 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Communicants 
are seated and 
begin to gather 
around the table 
as “Lamb of 
God” is sung. 
 
 
 
 
Christ Lutheran 
Church practices 
Eucharistic 
hospitality; all 
baptized 
Christians who 
trust in Christ’s 
presence in the 
sacrament of 
Holy Communion 
are welcome at 
the table where 
he is both host 
and food. 

Communicants 
normally receive 
the bread in 
open, cupped 
palms 
(sometimes laid 
one over the 
other in the 
shape of the 
cross).   

  

Wine (light 
colored) or grape 
juice 
(red/purple) is 
offered in an 
individual glass.  

  

For persons who 
exclude gluten 
from their diet, 
all wafers are 
gluten-free. 
 



 
+ SENDING + 

 
*SENDING HYMN    Rejoice, rejoice, believers  ELW 244 

 
DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE   Wake, awake, for night is flying      Johann Krebs 

 
 

Advent Banners 
 
Today is the first Sunday in Advent and the first banner has been hung 
in the chancel. I thought I would share some description of the banner 
theme for the benefit of our members and visitors. These banners are 
an idea I had for many years and appreciate the chance to execute 
and display them. 
 
Advent is the first season in the church year. It is a time of anticipation 
and preparation for the coming the Christ child Jesus. Advent is also 
the time to remember the reality of that a teenage girl, Mary – a no 
doubt frightened, very young and unmarried girl who, without a 
husband, became pregnant yet trusted in God and the plan he had for 
her. 
 
The Magnificat (Luke 1:46…) is Mary’s song of praise because she had 
been chosen to bear the Son of God. At week one Mary received God’s 
messenger, the Angel. In week two Mary goes to be with Elizabeth, 
also pregnant with a child who was to become John the Baptizer. 
Week three, we see Mary, heavy with child, on the road to Bethlehem. 
On the fourth Sunday we see a hint of the prophecy to be fulfilled. 
 
Blessed Advent, Edi Lohr 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Please hold in prayer:  
 
The family of Mary Pellauer, Jim Aberth, Mary Kay Aberth, Anna Anderson, Janet 
Baker, Kwai Lin Chan, Steven Chartier, Steven Chin, Brigitte Chisholm, James Clunie, 
Danny Elson, Ron Embree, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Susan Giroux, Charles Graham, 
Ann Hoilo, Joy Honen, Arthur Hurst, Richard Hurst, Gayle Jaffe, Adele Kasinskas, Gloria 
Kleinfelt, Georgie Klinger, Chui Yuk Lee, Suxian Lin, Phillip Liu, Laraine 
Marthinsen, John Melin, Jon Nelson, Grace Petot, Arvind Raja, Deb Ream, Erica Rich, 
Shannon Ripp, Alexis Scala, Louann Smith, Polly Weston, Shirley Wong, and Ellen 
Zagajeski; we pray for all who contend with addictions, all who struggle with mental 
illness; those who are serving in the armed forces; and those who fight COVID-19 and 
its lingering effects. 
 
 
 
With Gratitude to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
  
Greeters            Deb Bianco and Edie Lohr   
Assisting Minister     Carol Virshbo     
Reader        George Hall 
Cantor     John Whitlock 
Communion Assistant      Audrey Colson 
Altar Guild       Amy Lousararian and Cathy Gallagher 
Coffee Hosts      Juliet Seaberg, Robin and Rich Hurst 
Tellers        Audrey Colson and Phil Roberts 
Audio Visual Team:   Comlanvi Agbodjinou, Alan Avalos, Rolf Larson,  
  Phil Roberts, Juliet Seaberg  
 
  
 
  

  
  



 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
 
 
Andrew, Apostle 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021 
The first of the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly began to bring others to 
the Savior, including Simon Peter. The Bible also shows him leading some Greeks to 
meet Jesus, and he brought forward the boy with five loaves and two fish, with which 
Jesus fed thousands. 
 
Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552 
Friday, December 3, 2021 
A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast 
Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 
 
John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749 
Saturday, December 4, 2021 
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological 
works. One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries. 
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