St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021, 9:00am

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
PRELUDE

If ye love me

GATHERING HYMN

THOMAS TALLIS
CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD

Words: John Brownlow Geyer (b. 1932), alt.
Music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA

WILLIAM MATHIAS
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to
be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal
life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
FIRST READING
Lector

ACTS 8:26-40
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone
guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look,
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

3

PSALM 22:24-30

© 1956, Jerome Webster Meachen

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; *
he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29 My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord’s' for ever.
§30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.
§ second half of chant

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.
THE SECOND READING
Lector

1 JOHN 4:7-21
A Reading from the First Letter of John.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in
us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because
as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those
who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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THE SEQUENCE HYMN

CYRIL VINCENT TAYLOR

Words: Timothy Rees (1874-1939), alt.
Music: Abbot’s Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991)
Music Copyright © by Hope Publishing Compan
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
Priest
People

JOHN 15:1-8
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON

THE REV. MONICA WHITAKER

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

FORM III, BCP

In the Diocesan Cycle, we are praying for Church of the Epiphany in Tempe, as well as our companion diocese,
the Diocese of Western Mexico, Bishop Ricardo Gomez Osnaya. Birthday blessings go out to Linda Turner,
Eunice Whitaker, Kira Sapach, Nevada Karuzas, Eileen Schlossman, Peg MacMillan, and all who have birthdays
this week. Anniversary blessings go out to Henry & Nancy Pfefferkorn, and all who have anniversaries this
week.
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishop Jennifer, our
retired Bishop Kirk, our Rector Monica, and our Assisting Priest Berry,
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We honor and pray for our Indigenous neighbors.
That we may dwell together in respectful harmony.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy,
especially for all who have died from the novel coronavirus.
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence. The People may add their own petitions.
THE CONCLUDING COLLECT
Presider

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to
you; my own peace I leave with you:” Regard not our sins,
but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and
unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.
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Presider

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
A PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Presider

Let us pray together.

Beloved Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. We love you
above all things, and know that you are with us. Since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, come
spiritually into our hearts. Now and always, we embrace you and unite ourselves entirely to you; never
permit us to be separated from you. In your most holy name. Amen.
BLESSING
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

TRADITIONAL

Words: Latin; tr. J. Clifford Evers (1919-1997)
Words Copyright © World Library Publications.
Music: Cheshire, melody and bass from The Whole Book of Psalmes, 1592, alt. harm. Hymns III, 1979

DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

My eyes for beauty pine

HERBERT HOWELLS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHDAY PRAYER
O God, our times are in your hands: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year.
Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of
their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ANNIVERSARY PRAYER
Most gracious God, we thank you for consecrating this marriage for your purpose. By the power of your Holy
Spirit, pour out your blessing upon these two people. Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts
and lead their feet into the path of peace and joy. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Your financial support is especially important during this time
as we continue to minister in new ways inside and outside of our parish.
Thank you for honoring your pledges by giving online:
https://saint-andrews.org/giving/
or by mail:
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
100 Arroyo Piñon Drive
Sedona, AZ 86336

+ + +
SERVING TODAY
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Monica Whitaker
Music Director & Organist: Anthony Petrone
Lectors: Rick Baker, Jan Haury
Intercessor: Rick Baker
Choir: Janice Carter, Carol Culian, Carolyn Fisher, Kristine Follett,
Dana Kjellgren, Christie Palmer, Linda Rachel
Technical Support: Paul Troutman
Altar Guild: Janet Shreve

Hymns and Service Music from The Hymnal 1982 © 1985 by The Church Pension Fund
All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-727590 , including podcast/streaming.
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES
During this time of uncertainty, increased stress and anxiety, you may find yourself or loved ones in need of support
through these community resources.

If you have an emergency, dial 9-1-1.
Arizona’s Free Crisis Counseling
Resilientarizona.org

Dial 2-1-1

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline

1-800-273-8255

Alcoholics Anonymous Group Meetings Online
onlinegroupaa.org
Arizona Job Openings
www.arizonaatwork.com
Old Town Mission – Cottonwood

Homeless Resource Center, Food Pantry

OldTownMission.org

Produce Market, Medical,

(928) 634-7869

Vision and Legal Clinics

Society of St. Vincent de Paul – Sedona
180 Soldiers Pass Rd
(928) 821-1292

Resource center for food, clothing,
shelter, healing

Spectrum Healthcare – Cottonwood
SpectrumHealthcare-Group.com
(928) 634-2236

Physical and Behavioral Health Services,
and Psychiatry

Unemployment Insurance Benefits
www.azui.com
Verde Valley Sanctuary– Cottonwood
VerdeValleySanctuary.org
(928) 634-2511

Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault 24/7 Help Line
Advocates; Safe shelter, legal and social
service resources

Verde Valley Caregivers – Sedona
vvcaregivers.org
(928) 204-1238

Services to support older adults
and adults with disabilities with transportation,
shopping for groceries, medical appointments,
and other errands. No senior left isolated.
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